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Sustainable Development Goals 14 

‘Life below water’ 

Introduction 

The oceans and the seas are the most important asset to the earth and are responsible 

for the sustenance of life on earth. Clean and unpolluted oceans and seas are essential 

for life on land as well as the water. The water bodies comprise 70 percent of our planet 

and they provide us with for food, energy and water.  

The sad reality is that with the increased industrialisation and lack of awareness, as a 

species we have done huge amount of damage to these precious resources. It is urgent 

that we protect them from further degradation by eliminating pollution and 

overfishing and immediately start to responsibly manage and protect all marine life 

around the world. 

The sutainable goals to protect and preserve Life below water: 

Reduce Marine Pollution 

It is vital to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution of all kinds, in particular 

from land-based activities, including marine debris and nutrient pollution. 

Protect And Restore Ecosystems 

Every effort should be made to sustainably manage and protect marine and coastal 

ecosystems to avoid substantial adverse outcomes, take action for their immediate 

rehabilitation so that we can achieve healthy and productive oceans by increasing and  

by strengthening their capacity for rejuvenation.  

Reduce Ocean Acidification 

It is important that all stakeholders minimize and address the impacts of ocean 

acidification, including through enhanced scientific cooperation at all levels. 

Sustainable Fishing 

All stakeholders must join hands to effectively regulate excessive marine life 

harvesting, and end illegal, and unregulated fishing and damaging fishing practices 

on a war footing. It is also mandatory to inculcate and implement scientific 

management plans, in order to restore fish stocks in the shortest time feasible, at least 

to levels that can produce maximum sustainable yield according to the natural 

progression of marine life.   



 
 

 

Research and Innovation for Sustainable Development: 

Activity: The Vidyapeeth is committed to research and innovation that directly 

contributes to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. This includes 

conducting interdisciplinary research on climate change, poverty alleviation, good 

health for all removal of hunger, and sustainable growth. 

Outcome: Generation of cutting-edge knowledge and solutions that can be applied to 

address global challenges, along with the potential for patents, publications, and 

technological advancements. 

      

 

  

Health data collection and analysis at PHC Alandi  



 
 

 

 

  

Healthcare Awareness camp and talk on nutrition and development 



 
 

 

Capacity Building and Education: 

Activity: DPU offers courses, workshops, and training programs related to sustainable 

development, SDGs, and partnership building.  

The institutes under DPU regularly conduct awareness campaigns on a large variety 

of health, hygiene, and National Government-led initiatives such as Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan, and Unnat Bharat Abhiyan and also promote sustainable practices on 

campus. All students have actively participated in tree-plantation drives, cleanliness 

drives, and other programmes that add to their overall knowledge and social 

responsibility. 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Green Initiatives  
Eco-friendly measures have been taken to enhance the use of solar energy (1776KW) 

to cater to the needs, and use of LED and power-efficient equipment. 

DPU has four sewage treatment plants and a vermicompost and biogas plants for the 

efficient disposal of liquid and solid wastes. Water is recycled and used for gardening 

purposes. 

Biomedical waste generated from the hospitals is disposed of as per government 

regulations. Proper disposal of e-waste is also ensured. 

Green Campus initiatives include restricted entry to automobiles, use of battery-

powered vehicles, and landscaping with trees and plants. 

DPU is ISO-9001:2008, 9001:2015, ISO-14001:2015, Green Education Campus certified. 

  



 
 

 

 

 

Alternate sources of energy: 
A massive drive for providing alternative energy resources by way of harvesting solar 
power was implemented by Vidyapeeth. In all two Mega Watt solar power is by 
installing solar energy setup to cater to the needs of DPU and the constituent units. 
Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) - The Vidyapeeth has four STPs with a total capacity 
of 1170 m3/day. The treated water is used for recycling purposes. Additionally, 
Vidyapeeth has an effluent treatment plant (ETP) with a total capacity of 50 m3/day. 
Water Purification Plant: A water Purification system is installed to provide purified 
water at all constituent units of Vidyapeeth. 
 

Taking into account the necessity of protecting the environment for a sustainable, 

pollution-free, and healthy life on the planet Earth in the coming years, the University 

has formed its Green Campus Initiatives. This policy is followed strictly and also 

creates environmental consciousness among the students as well as society in general 

by organizing various activities within and outside the campus. 

The college works towards creating a green, pollution-free and healthy environment 

with missionary zeal and dedication. The students are given strict instructions to 

maintain the campus clean and green. 

Some of the measures to implement the Green Campus initiatives are: 

➢ Use of LED Bulbs/Tubes and Power Efficient Equipment 

➢ Rainwater Harvesting 

➢ Biogas Plant 

➢ Solid Waste Management 

➢ Laboratory liquid waste management system through percolation system: - 

➢ Hazardous Chemical Waste Management 

➢ Water Management 

➢ E-waste Management 

➢ Observance of Days to Protect and Nurture the Environment 

➢ The Green, Environmental and Energy Audit 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

Landscaping with Trees and Plants 
As per the Clean and Green Policy of DPU, the college strives to plant various types 

of ornamental and medicinal varieties, and wild plant species of trees in large 

numbers within and outside the campus. Gardeners and full-time adequate support 

staff have been appointed for the maintenance of gardens and keeping the campus 

litter-free, clean and Green Campus. The college campus includes a Herbal Garden, 

which is also used to teach the students from the College of Ayurveda about the 

various types of medicinal plants.  

The tree-plantation drives are undertaken by the NSS and NCC Units of the college 

and also by the Departments of Community Medicine and Community Dentistry on 

a regular basis. 

  



 
 

 

 

  



 
 

 

Rainwater harvesting  
The college ensures rain-water conservation through rainwater harvesting. The rain 

water from the roof top outlets is carried through the well connected pipelines to the 

wells or is collected in the large water harvesting tanks and the overflowing rain-water 

from these tanks is discharged in the soak-pits for ground water recharge. 

Both the soakage wells in the University campus are connected to rooftop rainwater 

harvesting system and the collected rain-water is discharged to the wells. 

The excess of rain water collected in the tank is supplied to the plants in the campus 

including the Herbal Garden. Excess Water in the Water Harvesting Water Collection 

Tanks is discharged in the Pit for Groundwater Recharge 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

Water Conservation measures 

The water for all other purposes is supplied through another set of distribution pipes. 

The college has two wells with ample water. The ground water from the wells is 

pumped into the storage tanks / elevated service reservoirs located at different places 

in the campus. The water is distributed through well-laid pipe network. 

Entire distribution system is well supervised by the college administration to ensure 

that there are no leakages and wastages of water through Leakages in the pipelines 

and the water-taps etc. Regular cleaning of the water tanks is regulated by the 

administrative staff of the college. 

All the stakeholders of the college are regularly instructed  to use water economically 

and efficiently. Rainwater from the different college buildings is taken to the wells for 

ground-water recharge. A proper care is also taken to keep the Rooftops cleaned so 

that unnecessary garbage does not mix with the rainwater leading towards the well. 

The inlets of these tanks is controlled by the ball-valves to avoid water overflows. 

Apart from carrying out Cleanliness Drives, Awareness Campaigns, the College NSS 

volunteers also build Earthen Nala Bunds (ENB) for groundwater recharge in the 

adopted villages during the NSS Special Camps. 

As a healthcare organization we support ‘Save Water Campaign’ and practice 

Rainwater Harvesting. The campus landscaping enables the free-flow of rain water to 

the water body to avoid water logging. This helps in elevating the groundwater level 

and inflow of rainwater to the natural water reserves. The collected rainwater is used 

for irrigating herbal garden. 

Biomedical Waste Solid Waste Management  

Solid Waste Management – The institution has an efficient system of collecting solid 

waste. The waste is collected in closed bins and later on collected by concerned 

personnel to be handed over to the Municipal Authorities in closed Garbage Bags 

Liquid Waste Management – Liquid Waste is disposed of in central Sewage treatment 

Facility. 

Bio-medical Waste Management –As a NABH accredited Institute, our standard 

operating protocols are in place for Biomedical waste disposal. We have a tie-up with 

PASSCO for the same. The Institute adheres to statutory provisions with regard to 

Waste management policy implemented in accordance with the rules of the 

Biomedical Waste Management Act. The hospital has got the consent to operate under 

Pollution Control Board. The Hospital adopts color-coded segregation of biomedical 

waste at source in all patient care areas, monitored by HIC team on daily basis.  

Segregated bio-medical waste is stored and transported to the central waste collection 

area of the hospital correctly.  



 
 

 

E-waste Management - E-waste is collected and disposed in a proper way by handing 

over to proper authorities.  

Hazardous chemicals and radioactive waste management – is done as per NABH 

protocols. 

  



 
 

 

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 


